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APA Citation Style 

 
Subject Research Guide 
Contained within this document are selected resources at the Monmouth University 
Library, useful for learning about APA citation style. For more help, call the reference 
desk at 732.571.3438.   

APA Citation Style Sample Sheet (for Books, Articles, and 
Electronic Documents) 

APA Citation style is commonly used for papers written in natural sciences, social 
sciences, and education. It requires an in-text citation (a reference within the text 
itself), and a reference list (a list of sources following the text). The following is from the 
Publication Manual of the American Psychological Association, 5th edition. To 
document other types of sources, consult the Manual at the Reference Desk (Ref BF 
76.7 P83 2001). 

Reference Citations in Text 

Document your report throughout the text by citing author and date of the works you 
used in your research. For a work with no author, refer to the first few significant words 
of the title with the date and pages, if appropriate. Put quotation marks around an 
article title. This enables the readers to locate the source in the alphabetical 
reference list, or bibliography at the end of the article.  

Walker (2000, p. 240) compared reaction times… 

In a recent study of reaction times (Walker, 2000, pp. 35 –40) 

On free care (“Study Finds,” 1982)… 

The book College Bound Seniors (1979)… 
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Reference List (Bibliography or Webliography) 

References are listed in alphabetical order. Entries should begin flush left, and the 
second and subsequent lines should be indented. Double-space all lines.  

Capitalize only the first word of the title of books, chapter titles, the titles of periodical 
articles, and of the subtitles (first word after the colon in a title), and any proper 
nouns. The main exception to the rule regards titles of periodicals. Capitalize all major 
words in the title of a periodical (e.g., The Journal of Reading).  
 
Italicize the title of a book, a periodical, or a Web document.  

For an entry with no author or group authors (e.g., associations, foundations, or 
government agencies), place the title in the author position. Use n.d. (no date) when 
the date is not available. 

Pagination: p. or pp. is used in paging newspaper articles (not journal articles), and 
for a part of a book.  

*Rule for all APA Citations* 
 
If your citation is longer than one line, as is typical, use a ½ hanging indent for the 
second line and all subsequent lines. 

Books by Single Author, Multiple Authors, or No Author/Editor 

For a single author: 
Author, A. A. (Date of publication). Book title. (edition). Location: Publisher. 

For multiple authors: 
Author, A. A., & Author, B. B., & Author, C.C.,...[up to 6 authors, then use "et al." to 
stand for all additional authors] 

When no author is given: 
[Place the title in the author position.] 

Attenborough, D. (1984). The living planet: A portrait of the earth (2nd  
 
ed). Boston: Little, Brown & Co. 
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Gibbs, J. T., & Huang, L. N. (Eds.). (1991). Children of color:  
 
Psychological interventions with minority youth. San Francisco:  
 
Jossey-Bass. 

Merriam-Webster’s collegiate dictionary (10th ed.). (1993).  
 
Springfield, MA: Merriam-Webster. 

Article in a Reference Book 

Author, A. A. (if any) (Date). Article Title. In Title of reference book (Vol. #, Page #s). 
Location: Publisher.  

Bergmann, P.G. (1993). Relativity. In The new encyclopedia Britannica (Vol.  
 
26, pp. 501-508). Chicago: Encyclopedia Britannica. 

Article in a Periodical (Journal, Newspaper, Magazine) 

Author, A. A. & Author, B. B. (Date). Article title. Periodical/Newspaper Title, Vol. 
(Issue), Page#s.  

Mellers, B. A. (2000). Choice and the relative pleasure of consequences.  
 
Psychological Bulletin,126(2), 910-924.  

Schwartz, J. (1993, September 30). Obesity affects economic, social  
 
status. The Washington Post, p. B2.  

New drug appears to sharply cut risk of death from heart failure. (1993,  
 
July 15). The Washington Post, pp. A12, A14  
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Electronic Journal/Newspaper Article from Online Database or  
E-Journal Site 

Author, A. A. (Date). Title of the article. Title of the Journal/Newspaper, Vol., Page 
#s.Retrieved month day, year, from [name of database] database. For e-journal site, 
use URL of the site.  

Barman, W. C., Hanson, M. A., Oppler, S.H., Pulakos, E. D., & White, L. A. 
 
(1993). Role of early supervisory experience in supervisor  
 
performance. Journal of Applied Psychology, 78, 443-449. Retrieved  
 
October 23, 2000, from the Academic Search Premier database.  

Hilts, P. J. (1999, February 16). In forecasting their emotions, most  
 
people flunk out. New York Times. Retrieved November 21, 2000, from  
 
the LexisNexis Academic Universe database. 

Fredrickson, B. L. (2000, March 7). Cultivating positive emotions to  
 
optimize health and well-being. Prevention & Treatment, 3, Article  
 
0001a. Retrieved November 20, 2000,  
 
from http://journals.apa.org/prevention/volume3/pre0030001a.html 

Web Site (Personal or Professional) 

Author/Group Author. (Date). Title of document. Retrieved [Date], from [URL]  

GVU’s 8th WWW user survey. (n.d.). Retrieved August 8, 2000, from  
 
  http://www.cc.gatech.edu/guv/user_surveys/survey-1997-10/ 

United States Sentencing Commission. (n.d.). 1997 source book of federal  
 
sentencing statistics. Retrieved December 8, 1999, from  
 
http://www.ussc.gov/annrpt/1997/sbtoc97.htm 
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Page within a Web Site 

Author/Group Author. (Date). Title of the document. Retrieved [Date], from 
[Sponsoring Organization with the Relevant Program] Web site: [URL] 

Chou, L., & McClintock, R. (1993). Technology and education: New wine in  
 
new bottles: Choosing pasts and imagining educational  
 
futures. Retrieved August 24, 2000, from Columbia University,  
 
Institute for Learning Technologies Web site: 
 
http://www.ilt.columbia.edu/publications/papers/newwine1.html 

Monmouth University Library. (n.d.). Subject Research Guide: Sciences.  
 
Retrieved February 1, 2006, from  
 
http://library.monmouth.edu/help/subjectguides/sciences.php  

 
Chapter or Section in a Web Document or E-book 

Author/Group Author. (Date). Title of chapter. In Title of document or e-book 
(chapter or page #). Retrieved [Date], from [URL]  

Benton Foundation. (1998, July 7). Barriers to closing the gap. In Losing  
 
ground bit by bit:  Low-income communities in the information age  
 
(chap. 2). Retrieved August 15, 2000,  
 
from  http://www.benton.org/Library/Low-Income/two.html  

  
Need more help?  
 
-Access the Monmouth University Library Page at http://library.monmouth.edu/ 
-Access the Research Help Page at http://library.monmouth.edu/help/help.php 
-Use our Ask-a-Librarian service at http://library.monmouth.edu/help/ask.php 
-See the Library’s hours at http://library.monmouth.edu/about/about.php#hours 
-Call the reference desk at 732.571.3438.     
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