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I believe it would be most appro-
priate for me, at this time, to ex-
press the concern- 1 share with
thousands of other conservatives
over -the harm that is inflicted
upon the American conservative
movement by the patent absurd-
ities being pandered to the public
as conservative ohilosophy by the
irresponsible group known as the
John Birch Society.

Harm results from official
Birch Society dogma attributing
everything from moral decline to
water fluoridanion to ‘“‘the Inter-
national Communist Conspiracy.”
The conspiratorial viewpoint is a
reduction of the complex inter-
play of forces in current politics
to a simple “good guys-bad guys”
proposition, tending to result in
an endowment of the Birch Society
leadership with divine revelation-
ary powers. The ‘‘class struggle”
theory of history of the Commu-
nists represents the same form
of demagoguery.

For example, in the American
Opinion magazine of July-August,
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1966 one may learn to his aston-
ishment that the United States is
60 per cent to 80 per cent Com-
munist and that our allies West
Germany (40 per cent to 60 per
cent), Britain (60 per cent to 80
per cent) and France (70 per cent
to 90 per cent) score similarly
high degrees of ‘‘Communist in-
filtration or control,” according to
the editorial staff of this official
Birch Society magazine.

Birch leader Robert Welch's no-
torious book The Politician con-
tains the statement that it is “my
firm belief that Dwight Eisenhow-

"er is a dedicated, conscious agent

of the Communist Conspiracy...
based .on detai'ed evi_.ence so ex-
tensive and so palpable that it
seems to me to puc his conviction
beyond any reasonable doubt.”
In Welch’s Wild Statements the
opinion is expressed that although
the Birch Society has 'never
claimed that Thomas Dodd was a
Communist we do claim that his
record clearly proves him te be
just about the phonies 'anti-Com-
munist’ in the United States to-
day.

Reckless, irresponsible state-
ments such as these, with no basis
in fact, tend to discredit the con-
servative movement. The Birch
Society is the “whipping boy" of
the Left simply because it is 6o
tudicrous that its statements and
actions can be used as a broad
tar brush with which te¢ smear
effective conservatives.



