MONMOUTH
UNIVERSITY

GUGGENHEIM
MEMORIAL LIBRARY

AFROFUTURIST DESIGN: FROM ANCIENT DOGON TO
WAKANDAN FUTURES A Fall 2019 A Exhibit Guide

THE BLACK SPECULATIVE ARTS MOVEMENT

“Thousands of artists, writers, scholars, and activists stand in solidarity around the world in pursuit of a visionary
society dedicated to unlimited creativity. From the first ASTROBLACKNESS meetings through the PLANET DEEP
SOUTH symposia, this coalition has formed to provide every resource to all parts of the African diaspora.
Monmouth University is proud to open the doors of the Murry and Leonie Guggenheim Memorial Library to the
inaugural exhibit, AFROFUTURIST DESIGN: FROM ANCIENT DOGON TO WAKANDAN FUTURES, from Saturday,
September 7, 2019, to Saturday, November 23, 2019. Hosted by University Librarian Kurt W. Wagner and
Associate Professor and Chair of the Department of Educational Counseling and Leadership, Dr. Walter Greason,
this exhibit and its supporting programs will challenge the traditional aesthetics and epistemologies that the
university has upheld for four generations. AFROFUTURIST DESIGN marks the start of a new day in the twenty-
first century as THE BLACK SPECULATIVE ARTS MOVEMENT arrives on campus.”

ANCIENT DOGON

“Continental African life and civilization before European contact receives almost no study in elementary,
secondary, or higher education. Scholars like Dr. Julius Adekunle open the doors to understanding the nuances
and specifics of African societies like Nigeria and Rwanda in ways that provide the foundation for global
understanding at Monmouth University. We celebrate his innovative leadership through the Monmouth
University Conference on Race — now in its tenth year — in partnership with the Black Speculative Arts
Movement: The Black Brain Belt symposium.”

SURVIVING THE MAAFA

“The New York Times features a weekly exploration of Africana history through its 1619 Project, documenting
four centuries of the African diaspora and its impact on every facet of world society. The Maafa, or Great
Disaster, is one aspect of the experience of the trans-Atlantic slave trade, enslavement throughout the western
hemisphere, and the movements to abolish this monstrous injustice wherever it appears. Monmouth
University’s scholars have special experience in the economics of racial segregation that have empowered a new
generation to create human institutions that dismantle inequity and create opportunities where injustice
prevailed across previous decades.”

JIM CROW UNBOUND

“Segregation declined as a North American phenomenon as the need for social control of enslaved Africans
prevailed between 1670 and 1820. The exception to this pattern was the experiment with gradual emancipation
in the New England and Mid-Atlantic states through the process of national revolution between 1775 and 1810.
The connection between these specific transformations became the foundation of modern industrial



segregation later in the nineteenth century. The commercial revolution in the “free” states in Revolutionary
America relied on segregation as the primary alternative to the social controls that enforced economic
productivity with the enslavement of Africans. As the assumptions of racial difference shaped slavery, they also
governed the deeper institutionalization of markets. White Americans (as a group) specifically denied African-
American land and business ownership by legislative, executive, judicial, and mob action constantly in the
“unfree northern and Midwestern states in the first half of the nineteenth century. It was only natural that the
southern states, defeated in the Civil War, would move swiftly to model the transition to black codes and Jim
Crow laws that their regional siblings had implemented almost a century earlier. However, the accelerated pace
of segregation under the industrial order of the Midwest became the fulcrum of racial injustice between 1870
and 1950 Rationalism and science became the most powerful propositions for racial segregation in the emerging
industrial world order. Indeed, the prevailing organizational principle of the Industrial Revolution was
segregation. Avoiding this recognition only enables this relationship to continue its poisonous evolution.”

HARLEM, BLACK POWER, HIP HOP

“Following the admonitions of T. Thomas Fortune, Ida B. Wells-Barnett, W.E.B. DuBois, Marcus and Amy Garvey,
and Paul Robeson, African American migrants moved to cities like New York, Newark, Pittsburgh, Chicago, St.
Louis, and Los Angeles from 1920 to 1980. These waves of Great Migrations utterly transformed the world by
requiring the United States to defend its principles in both world wars and the longstanding Cold War and wars
on terrorism. African Americans became the center of the world’s understanding about liberty, justice, and
democracy. In every public forum, black intellectuals created new forms of freedom.”

AFROFUTURISM & MARVEL’S BLACK PANTHER

“The 2008 Presidential election signaled the transformation of both American and world society in the
acceptance of the African diaspora and its cultural importance on the world stage. From jazz to hip hop, from
Maya Angelou to Toni Morrison, from Jackie Robinson to Colin Kaepernick, African American excellence inspired
people from every nation and culture. Despite setbacks and resistance, popular demand for new ideas broke
through an important barrier in 2018 with the cinematic release of the Marvel Cinematic Universe’s film, Black
Panther. An international phenomenon, the film presented a vision of a futuristic, African nation — Wakanda. It
offered its audiences a glimpse of world without slavery, segregation, and injustice, if they had the courage to
pursue it. Afrofuturism became a part of the world’s imagination, and the Black Speculative Arts Movement
moved into a dozen countries inspiring new generations to break the shackles of the past.”

Exhibit Bibliography

Title Author Catalog Link
Toni Morrison and Literary Tradition Baillie, Justine https://sierra.monmouth.edu/record=b6173714
Notes of a Native Son Baldwin, James https://sierra.monmouth.edu/record=b1162783
The Fire Next Time Baldwin, James https://sierra.monmouth.edu/record=b1087068
If Beale Street Could Talk Baldwin, James https://sierra.monmouth.edu/record=b1087089
Go Tell It On the Mountain Baldwin, James https://sierra.monmouth.edu/record=b1162773
Toni Morrison and the Queer Pleasure of Ghosts Bennett, Juda https://sierra.monmouth.edu/record=b7142466
The Image of the Black in African and Asian Art Bindman, David https://sierra.monmouth.edu/record=b7717150
Barack Obama Bisaillon, Maurice https://sierra.monmouth.edu/record=b2087703
Toni Morrison's Sula Bloom, Harold https://sierra.monmouth.edu/record=b2090088



https://sierra.monmouth.edu/record=b6173714
https://sierra.monmouth.edu/record=b1162783
https://sierra.monmouth.edu/record=b1087068
https://sierra.monmouth.edu/record=b1087089
https://sierra.monmouth.edu/record=b1162773
https://sierra.monmouth.edu/record=b7142466
https://sierra.monmouth.edu/record=b7717150
https://sierra.monmouth.edu/record=b2087703
https://sierra.monmouth.edu/record=b2090088

The New Lafayette Theatre presents: plays

Bullins, Ed

https://sierra.monmouth.edu/record=b1093276

Bloodchild and Other Stories

Butler, Octavia

https://sierra.monmouth.edu/record=b7928102

Kindred: A Graphic Novel Adaptation

Butler, Octavia

https://sierra.monmouth.edu/record=b7716844

Parable of the Sower

Butler, Octavia

https://sierra.monmouth.edu/record=b7928105

The Negro Soldier

Capra, Frank

https://sierra.monmouth.edu/record=b1880139

Speculative Blackness

Carrington, André

https://sierra.monmouth.edu/record=b7669156

Ages of Heroes, Eras of Men: Superheroes and the American
Experience

Chambliss, Julian

https://sierra.monmouth.edu/record=b7716845

Cities Imagined: The African Diaspora in Media and History

Chambiliss, Julian and Walter
Greason

https://sierra.monmouth.edu/record=b7876514

Sisters in the Struggle: African American women

Collier-Thomas, Bettye

https://sierra.monmouth.edu/record=b1205860

The Voice of Anna Julia Cooper

Cooper, Anna

https://sierra.monmouth.edu/record=b1183119

Claude McKay rebel sojourner in the Harlem Renaissance

Cooper, Wayne

https://sierra.monmouth.edu/record=b1019636

Women, Culture and Politics

Davis, Angela

https://sierra.monmouth.edu/record=b1021639

Black Metropolis: a study of Negro life in a northern city

Drake, St. Clair

https://sierra.monmouth.edu/record=b2652093

Paul Robeson

Duberman, Martin

https://sierra.monmouth.edu/record=b1023545

The Complete Stories of Paul Laurence Dunbar

Dunbar, Paul

https://sierra.monmouth.edu/record=b1653234

In His Own Voice: the dramatic and other uncollected works

Dunbar, Paul

https://sierra.monmouth.edu/record=b1207075

Contemporary African Art Since 1980

Enwezor, Okwui

https://sierra.monmouth.edu/record=b2883688

Glory

Fields, Freddie

https://sierra.monmouth.edu/record=b1855718

Nat Turner

Foner, Eric

https://sierra.monmouth.edu/record=b1027002

From Slavery to Freedom: a history of Negro Americans

Franklin, John

https://sierra.monmouth.edu/record=b1184305

Black Self-Determination: a cultural history of the faith

Franklin, Vincent

https://sierra.monmouth.edu/record=b1027420

Toni Morrison Paradise, Love, A Mercy

Fultz, Lucille

https://sierra.monmouth.edu/record=b6173713

African American Lives 2

Gates, Henry Louis, Jr.

https://sierra.monmouth.edu/record=b4688942

When and Where | Enter: the impact of Black women on race and
sex

Giddings, Paula

https://sierra.monmouth.edu/record=b1029403

Democracy in Black: how race still enslaves

Glaude, Eddie

https://sierra.monmouth.edu/record=b7877392

Harlem: a century in images

Golden, Thelma

https://sierra.monmouth.edu/record=b3786293

Collective Courage: a history of African American

Gordon Nembhard, Jessica

https://sierra.monmouth.edu/record=b7666627

Industrial Segregation

Greason, Walter

https://sierra.monmouth.edu/record=b7769742

Colored Pictures: race and visual representation

Harris, Michael

https://sierra.monmouth.edu/record=b1210572

Killing Rage: ending racism Hooks, Bell https://sierra.monmouth.edu/record=b1167582
Hip-Hop: beyond beats and rhymes Hurt, Byron https://sierra.monmouth.edu/record=b3348789
In Search of the Black Fantastic Iton, Richard https://sierra.monmouth.edu/record=b2089844

Seizing the New Day: African Americans in post-Civil War
Charleston

Jenkins, Wilbert

https://sierra.monmouth.edu/record=b1185948

Race Rebels: culture, politics, and the Black working class

Kelley, Robin

https://sierra.monmouth.edu/record=b1168376

Stamped from the Beginning: the definitive history of racist ideas

Kendi, Ibram

https://sierra.monmouth.edu/record=b7669021

A Life of Gwendolyn Brooks

Kent, George

https://sierra.monmouth.edu/record=b1120471

Still I Rise: a cartoon history of African Americans

Laird, Roland

https://sierra.monmouth.edu/record=b1186565

King

Landau, Ely

https://sierra.monmouth.edu/record=b2942414

4 Little Girls

Lee, Spike

https://sierra.monmouth.edu/record=b5947018

Colored No More: reinventing black womanhood

Lindsey, Treva

https://sierra.monmouth.edu/record=b7717606

Lucille Cliffon: her life and letters

Lupton, Mary

https://sierra.monmouth.edu/record=b1727498

At the Dark End of the Street: black women

McGuire, Danielle

https://sierra.monmouth.edu/record=b3615906

12 Years a Slave

McQueen, Steve

https://sierra.monmouth.edu/record=b7607896

Song of Solomon

Morrison, Toni

https://sierra.monmouth.edu/record=b1050707



https://sierra.monmouth.edu/record=b1093276
https://sierra.monmouth.edu/record=b7928102
https://sierra.monmouth.edu/record=b7716844
https://sierra.monmouth.edu/record=b7928105
https://sierra.monmouth.edu/record=b1880139
https://sierra.monmouth.edu/record=b7669156
https://sierra.monmouth.edu/record=b7716845
https://sierra.monmouth.edu/record=b7876514
https://sierra.monmouth.edu/record=b1205860
https://sierra.monmouth.edu/record=b1183119
https://sierra.monmouth.edu/record=b1019636
https://sierra.monmouth.edu/record=b1021639
https://sierra.monmouth.edu/record=b2652093
https://sierra.monmouth.edu/record=b1023545
https://sierra.monmouth.edu/record=b1653234
https://sierra.monmouth.edu/record=b1207075
https://sierra.monmouth.edu/record=b2883688
https://sierra.monmouth.edu/record=b1855718
https://sierra.monmouth.edu/record=b1027002
https://sierra.monmouth.edu/record=b1184305
https://sierra.monmouth.edu/record=b1027420
https://sierra.monmouth.edu/record=b6173713
https://sierra.monmouth.edu/record=b4688942
https://sierra.monmouth.edu/record=b1029403
https://sierra.monmouth.edu/record=b7877392
https://sierra.monmouth.edu/record=b3786293
https://sierra.monmouth.edu/record=b7666627
https://sierra.monmouth.edu/record=b7769742
https://sierra.monmouth.edu/record=b1210572
https://sierra.monmouth.edu/record=b1167582
https://sierra.monmouth.edu/record=b3348789
https://sierra.monmouth.edu/record=b2089844
https://sierra.monmouth.edu/record=b1185948
https://sierra.monmouth.edu/record=b1168376
https://sierra.monmouth.edu/record=b7669021
https://sierra.monmouth.edu/record=b1120471
https://sierra.monmouth.edu/record=b1186565
https://sierra.monmouth.edu/record=b2942414
https://sierra.monmouth.edu/record=b5947018
https://sierra.monmouth.edu/record=b7717606
https://sierra.monmouth.edu/record=b1727498
https://sierra.monmouth.edu/record=b3615906
https://sierra.monmouth.edu/record=b7607896
https://sierra.monmouth.edu/record=b1050707

Jazz Morrison, Toni https://sierra.monmouth.edu/record=b1194917
Home Morrison, Toni https://sierra.monmouth.edu/record=b4043150
Paradise Morrison, Toni https://sierra.monmouth.edu/record=b1187894
A Mercy Morrison, Toni https://sierra.monmouth.edu/record=b2159418
Love Morrison, Toni https://sierra.monmouth.edu/record=b1211672
Sula Morrison, Toni https://sierra.monmouth.edu/record=b1050720
Tar Baby Morrison, Toni https://sierra.monmouth.edu/record=b1050727

Black in American 2

O’Brien, Soledad

https://sierra.monmouth.edu/record=b2511653

Toni Morrison and Motherhood: a politics of the heart

O'Rielly, Andrea

https://sierra.monmouth.edu/record=b1228716

Creating Black Americans: African-American history and its
meanings

Painter, Nell

https://sierra.monmouth.edu/record=b1727948

Black on the Block: the politics of race and class in the city

Pattillo, Mary E.

https://sierra.monmouth.edu/record=b3060218

Check it While | Wreck it: Black womanhood, hip hop culture

Pough, Gwendolyn

https://sierra.monmouth.edu/record=b1260654

Black Charlestonians: a social history, 1822-1865

Powers, Bernard E.

https://sierra.monmouth.edu/record=b1171656

Ella Baker & The Black Freedom Movement

Ransby, Barbara

https://sierra.monmouth.edu/record=b1211263

Mumbo Jumbo

Reed, Ishmael

https://sierra.monmouth.edu/record=b1140061

By the People: The Election of Barack Obama

Rice, Amy

https://sierra.monmouth.edu/record=b7666053

African Art in American Collections, Survey 1989

Robbins, Warren

https://sierra.monmouth.edu/record=b1141101

Basquiat

Schnabel, Julian

https://sierra.monmouth.edu/record=b2159583

Harlem On My Mind: cultural capital of Black American

Schoener, Allon

https://sierra.monmouth.edu/record=b1061336

The Hidden Cost of Being African American

Shapiro, Thomas

https://sierra.monmouth.edu/record=b1226563

Rap: looking for the perfect beat

Shaw, Susan

https://sierra.monmouth.edu/record=b3633151

Amistad

Spielberg, Stephen

https://sierra.monmouth.edu/record=b1855719

Sweet Land of Liberty: the forgotten struggle for civil rights

Sugrue, Thomas

https://sierra.monmouth.edu/record=b2089545

Django Unchained

Tarantino, Quentin

https://sierra.monmouth.edu/record=b4905109

From #BlackLivesMatter to Black Liberation

Taylor, Keeanga-Yamahtta

https://sierra.monmouth.edu/record=b7669030

The Veiled Garvey: the life & times of Amy Jacques Garvey

Taylor, Ula

https://sierra.monmouth.edu/record=b2652092

Black in America/CNN presents

Timko, Dave

https://sierra.monmouth.edu/record=b2511652

Something from Nothing: the art of rap

Toogood, Paul

https://sierra.monmouth.edu/record=b5014086

Too Heavy a Load: Black women in defense of themselves

White, Deborah

https://sierra.monmouth.edu/record=b2086873

Places of Their Own: African American suburbanization

Wiese, Andrew

https://sierra.monmouth.edu/record=b1228426

MONMOUTH
UNIVERSITY

400 Cedar Avenue — West Long Branch, New Jersey, USA

www.monmouth.edu



https://sierra.monmouth.edu/record=b1194917
https://sierra.monmouth.edu/record=b4043150
https://sierra.monmouth.edu/record=b1187894
https://sierra.monmouth.edu/record=b2159418
https://sierra.monmouth.edu/record=b1211672
https://sierra.monmouth.edu/record=b1050720
https://sierra.monmouth.edu/record=b1050727
https://sierra.monmouth.edu/record=b2511653
https://sierra.monmouth.edu/record=b1228716
https://sierra.monmouth.edu/record=b1727948
https://sierra.monmouth.edu/record=b3060218
https://sierra.monmouth.edu/record=b1260654
https://sierra.monmouth.edu/record=b1171656
https://sierra.monmouth.edu/record=b1211263
https://sierra.monmouth.edu/record=b1140061
https://sierra.monmouth.edu/record=b7666053
https://sierra.monmouth.edu/record=b1141101
https://sierra.monmouth.edu/record=b2159583
https://sierra.monmouth.edu/record=b1061336
https://sierra.monmouth.edu/record=b1226563
https://sierra.monmouth.edu/record=b3633151
https://sierra.monmouth.edu/record=b1855719
https://sierra.monmouth.edu/record=b2089545
https://sierra.monmouth.edu/record=b4905109
https://sierra.monmouth.edu/record=b7669030
https://sierra.monmouth.edu/record=b2652092
https://sierra.monmouth.edu/record=b2511652
https://sierra.monmouth.edu/record=b5014086
https://sierra.monmouth.edu/record=b2086873
https://sierra.monmouth.edu/record=b1228426

